PATENT APRM€ATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re the Application of S^xWiS^ d^f^T* 

Yuichi KAWAMOTO et al. / i Group Art Unit: 2837 




Application No.: 09/987,17^ 

Filed: November 13, 2001 ^ffiAOtJ!^ Docket No.: 111092 
For: TRANSMISSION AND GEAR POSITION DETECTOR FOR ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE 

CLAIM FOR PRIORITY 



RECEIVED 

f EES 0 7 2002 



Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D.C. 20231 QROUP 3600 

Sir: 

The benefit of the filing dates of the following prior foreign applications filed in the 
following foreign country is hereby requested for the above-identified patent application and the 
priority provided in 35 U.S.C. §1 19 is hereby claimed: 

Japanese Patent Application No. 2000-346680 filed November 14, 2000. 
Japanese Patent Application No. 2001-014571 filed January 23, 2001 . 

In support of this claim, certified copies of said original foreign applications: 

X are filed herewith. 

were filed on in Parent Application No. filed . 

will be filed at a later date. 



It is requested that the file of this application be marked to indicate that the requirements of 
35 U.S.C. §1 19 have been fulfilled and that the Patent and Trademark Office kindly acknowledge 
receipt of these documents. 



Respectfully submitted. 




James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 



Thomas J. Pardini 
Registration No. 30,41 1 

JAO:TJP/cmm 

Date: January 29, 2002 

Oliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 

AUTHORIZATION 
Please grant any extension 

necessary for entry; 
Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 



(Translation of Office Action) 
NOTIFICATION OF REASON FOR REJECTION 



Mailed: April 15, 2003 

Indication of Case: Japanese Patent Application No . 2000-346680 

This patent application should be rejected for the following 
reason. If the applicant has any argument against the reason, 
such argument must be filed within sixty days from the mailing 
date of this Official Action. 

Reason : 

The inventions according to the below- stated claims of this 
patent application cannot be granted a patent under the 
stipulation of Japanese Patent Law, Article 29, Section 2, 
because the inventions according to the claims could have been 
obvious to those skilled in the art of the technical field to 
which the inventions pertain, on the basis of the inventions 
described in the publications stated below which had been 
distributed in Japan or elsewhere prior to the filing of the 
present application. 

Citations : 

1. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 190425/1999 

2. A microfilm of Japanese Utility Model Application No. 
3141/1974 (JP U.M. Laid-Open Publication No. 94369/1975) 

Note: 

Claims 1 to 6 / Citations 1 and 2 

Citation 1 describes a transmission for all-terrain vehicle 
with a engine comprising : a variable- speed mechanism and a gear 




transmission mecKanism from an upstream of the engine, the gear 
transmission mechanism including a shifting fork for selecting 
at least a forward high-speed ratio, a forward low- speed ratio, 
natural, or reverse; a shifting lever (S) disposed at a position 
below a right end part or a left end part of a handlebar at a 
level above the engine, the shifting lever extending 
substantially upward; a single change lever shaft (13) connected 
with the shifting fork, the change lever shaft being disposed 
on the same side as the side on which the shifting lever is disposed , 
and extending substantially upward at a rear end part of the 
engine; and a single connecting rod (17) disposed along a side 
of the engine, the connecting rod connecting the change lever 
shaft and the shifting lever. Refer to Citation 2 about a gear 
transmission mechanism including a single shifting fork which 
can change gears. 

RESULT OF PRIOR ART REFERENCE SEARCH 
Field of the Search: IPC 7th Edition 

B60K 20/00-20/08 
F16H 59/00-59/12 
F16H 61/26-61/36 
F16H 63/00-63/38 . 
G05G 1/00-25/04 

Prior Art Reference: 

Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 218232/1987 
Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 124349/1987 

The result of the present prior art reference search 
constitutes no reason for rejection. 
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